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Esther’s Externally-focused

Life
"And if I perish, I perish.”
Esther 4:16 NAS
With that declaration, Esther

prepares to intersect with the
lives of her Jewish people. You are
probably familiar with the story of
Esther, who won the beauty
pageant to become the Queen of
Persia (modern-day Iran). Vashti,
the former reigning royalty, chose
to disobey King Ahasuerus by
refusing to display her beauty
before his drunken guests and
was promptly banished from the
kingdom. Perhaps even killed.

The King ordered all the young
women to be presented to him so
he could choose a new queen. One
of these was Haddassah, who
changed her Jewish name to
Esther to conceal her nationality.
Esther had been orphaned and
was being raised by her Uncle
Mordecai as his own daughter. She
found favor in the king's eyes and
was crowned queen.

Haman, the Prime Minister, not
knowing Esther’s background,
convinced the King to get rid of
all the Jews in the land. Mordecai
heard of the plot and told Esther
immediately, pointing out that her
own life would not be spared if
Haman were successful, and if she
chose to remain silent, God would
provide relief and deliverance
from another place. He finished
his plea by reminding her, "... and

that time, she agrees to risk her
life by approaching the King
even though he has not asked to
see her. Unless he extends his
golden scepter to her when he
sees her, she could be put to
death.

February 28 is the 2010 date
chosen by our Jewish friends to
celebrate Purim, their victory
over Prime Minister Haman'’s
efforts to annihilate all of the
Jews in the kingdom of Xerxes.

Purim is one of the most
joyously celebrated Jewish
holidays with feasting and

giving gifts. Little girls love to
dress up as Queen Esther; little
boys portray Mordecai, King
Ahasuerus or even the villain,
Haman. Special Hamantaschen
cookies (see recipe on Pg 3)
help everyone remember how
one young girl’s life influenced
a whole nation.




